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increased security for its 
staff and received 
assurances from the 
Afghan and Pakistani 
governments that they were 
combating militants 

targeting aid workers. 


Feb 11—A court in 
Afghanistan has sentenced 
two men to death for 
killing a French United 
Nations aid worker. 


Bettina Goislard was shot 
dead at point-blank range 
while at the wheel of her 
car last November. 


Ms Goislard's murder was 
part of a spate of violence 
in the past six months in 
which more than 550 
people, including aid 
workers, have died. 


Both men are alleged to 
have been members of the 
Taleban, and carried out 
the attack against Ms 
Goislard on a motorcycle. 


Court officials said the two 
men had initially denied 
killing the 29-year-old 
woman. 


A spokesman for the UN in 
Geneva said that the speed 
of the guilty verdict had 
caught staff unawares. 


The murder of the aid 
worker caused the UN to 
withdraw its staff from 
much of south-eastern 
Afghanistan. 


The pair were convicted on 
the basis of testimony from 
eye-witnesses after a trial 
reported to have lasted for 
three hours. They have the 
right of appeal 


ret) 11--A senior 
intelligence officer has 
been killed in an attack 
in south-eastern 

Afghanistan. 


He said he was confident 
that the Afghan authorities 
were doing all in their 
power to find out if others 
were involved in the 
murder. 


She was the first UN 
international staff member 
killed in Afghanistan since 
US-led forces overthrew 
the Taleban in late 2001. 


Reports name the two men 
as Zia Ahmad and Abdul 
Nabi. 


Mohammed Isa, deputy 
intelligence chief in the 
troubled province of 
Khost, was shot dead 
while on his way into 
work. 


Pakistan and US forces * amwal, a spokesman 
stationed there come for the provincial 
under frequent attack government, told the 

from suspected members Associated Press, 

of al-Qaeda and the 

Taleban . The attack follows two 

recent suicide bombings 
which 
British 


The Taleban has declared a 
holy war against foreign 
and Afghan troops, as well 
as President Karzai's US- 
backed government and aid 
organisations. 


A statement released by the 
UN said that it planned 
next month to restart its 
programme to repatriate 
Afghan refugees from 
neighbouring Pakistan. 


Eyewitnesses of the 
proceedings, in the south¬ 
eastern town of Ghazni, 
said that the pair pleaded 
not guilty. 


They still have the right to 
appeal to the Supreme 
Court, which will issue a 
final verdict that has to be 
approved by President 
Hamid Karzai. 


The attacker then tried to 
escape but blew himself 
up while being chased by 
Mr Isa’s guards. Khost is 
close to the border with 


The period since August 
has been the bloodiest 
since the Taleban's fall, 
with most of the violence 
blamed either on them or 
their Islamic militant allies. 


I he programme was 
suspended following Ms 
Goislard's murder. 


Reports quote officials as 
saying that the attacker 
stopped Mohammed Isa's 
car as he drove up to his 


I he agency said the 
decision came after it 


military sources said the 
Israeli troops returned the 
fire that resulted in the 
deaths. 


Feb 11—Israeli troops are 
reported to have shot dead 
10 Palestinians, including a 
police officer and seven 
militants, during an 
incursion into Gaza City. 


Clinton in 1996 but backed 
Mr Bush over A1 Gore, 
who had served as senator 
for the state, in the 2000 


Feb * 11— US Democrat 
front-runner John Kerry 
has strengthened his 
position, winning the 
Virginia and Tennessee 
primaries. 


V 'l'". | 7 | .h^ 

without confirming the 
the Israeli army, when at dea , h to|| 

least eight Palestinians 

were killed in clashes - 

then the deadliest incursion 

for weeks. 


Mr Kerry entered the 
Tuesday primaries boosted 
by wins in three states 
which picked their choice 
of candidate last weekend. 


The deaths occurred during 
exchanges of fire after 
Israeli tanks moved into an 
eastern area of the city 
early on Wednesday, 
residents said 


The victories show Fvir 
Kerry, a northerner, can 
attract voters from the 
states of the Old South, 
even running against 
southern rivals. 


West, North and now in the 
South," a triumphant Mr 
Kerry told a large crowd of 
his supporters in Fairfax, 
Virginia. 


At least 18 Palestinians 
were wounded in the 
incident, including a 
bodyguard of Sheikh 
Ahmed Yassim, the Hamas 
spiritual leader, witnesses 
said. 


The results from Maine, 
Michigan and Washington 
left Mr Kerry riding high. 


Israel says that the purpose 
of their mission was to stop 
mortar attacks on Jewish 
settlements in the Gaza 
Strip 


Palestinian witnesses said 
soldiers backed by tanks 
rolled into the Shijaia 
neighbourhood, opening 
fire on a Palestinian police 
checkpoint and killing a 
policeman. 

deaths. 

According to the Israeli 

military, Palestinian Seven of the dead are said 

gunmen opened fire on to be fighters, two from 

troops trying to locate Islamic Jihad and five from 
militants launching mortar Hamas, 
attacks on Jewish 

settlements in the Gaza ln a se P aratc incursion. 

Strip and rocket attacks on ,sraeli ,roo P s moved imo 

m _ , the Rafah refugee camp on 

southern Israel, reported ° v 

the border with Egypt, 

Reuters news agency. The 

witnesses said. 


Mr Kerry has now won 12 
out of 14 state Democratic 
contests, and his closest 
rival, John Edwards, lags 
well behind. 


"The message rings out 
loud and clear," he said 


But Mr Kerry’s two losses - 
in South Carolina to Mr 
Edwards and a third-place 
in Oklahoma - came in the 
south, and so he’was eager 
to win on Tuesday. 


"People want change in the 
country. They want ~to 
move forward in a new 
direction and I think I'm 
articulating what that new 
direction can be. It's 
crossing all lines... without 
regard to region and other 
labels". 


There has been speculation 
that the Israeli army would 
launch such raids. 


As the results came in, 
Wesley Clark decided to 
pull out of the race, 
according to his aides. 


The BBC's James Rodgers 
says the attacks come 


After Mr Kerry's latest 
triumphs, the pressure is 
likely to build on all his 
challengers to consider 
stepping aside so the 
Democrats can unite 
behind the Massachusetts 
senator and against their 
common enemy President 

Rob 


In Virginia, Mr Kerry was 
backed by more than half 
the voters with over 90% 
of the votes counted In 
Tennessee his margin of 
victory is smaller, but still 
decisive. "Americans are 
voting for change - East, 


Tennessee is one of the 
states seen as important to 
any Democrat hoping to 
take the White House in 
November. It voted for Bill 


Bush, the BBC's 
Watson says. 
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Feb 11 —Foreign troops 
must target traffickers if 
Afghanistan is to win its 
war on drugs, a senior UN 
official says. 

Antonio Mario Costa, head 
of the UN office on drugs 
and crime, said a rare US 
raid on an Afghan opium¬ 
processing lab last month 
should be repeated 

US and Nato-led forces 
have so far resisted calls to 
tackle drugs traffickers, 
saying their first 
responsibility is to 
maintain security. 

Three-quarters of the 
world's opium was 
produced in Afghanistan 
last year 

The UN and other agencies 
have warned the country 
risks becoming 

economically dependent on 
the drug trade. 

[Mr Costa told a major 
[conference in the capital. 



Kabul, on Tuesday that a 
bombing raid by American 
warplanes against a 
northern opium processing 
plant last month had sent 
ripples through the Afghan 
drugs world. 

He said it was crucial that 
similar military action took 
place if the country was to 
win its war against drugs. 

He warned that 
Afghanistan was at risk of 
becoming a narco state 
because corruption was 
aggravating the drugs 
problem 

"The more we tolerate that 
[corruption], the more 
dangerous the situation 
becomes," Mr Costa said. 
The UN drugs chief 


pointed out that a number 
of authoritative people - in 
Kabul and the provinces - 
allowed drug trafficking 
and cultivation. 

He said the government 
needed to make a "delicate 
decision" about how to 
counteract corrupt officials 

Mr Costa says there is 
mounting evidence that 
drug money is being used 
to finance criminal 
activities. 

"Fighting drug trafficking 
equals fighting terrorism," 
he said. Mr Costa’s 
comments came as Nato 
Secretary-General Jaap de 
Hoop Scheffer - also on a 
visit to Kabul - warned that 
security remains fragile all 
over Afghanistan. 

But he stressed on Monday 
that counter-narcotics 
operations were not the 
prime responsibility of 
international peacekeepers. 


Unaware 1 of WMD Claim 


Feb 11—US Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld 
says he cannot remember 
hearing the claim that Iraq 
could launch weapons of 
mass destruction within 45 
minutes. The claim was a part 
of the UK government's 
September 2002 dossier on 
Iraqi weapons of mass 
destruction arms dossier in 
the run-up to the war. 

It came to British intelligence 
from an Iraqi military source, 
but its use in the dossier has 
caused con trovers}'. 

Tony Blair last week 
admitted he had not known 
full details of the claim. 

He told MPs he had not been 


aware before the war that it 
referred only to battlefield 
weapons rather than long- 
range strategic missiles. That 
admission prompted 

Conservative leader Michael 
Howard to call for the prime 
minister's resignation for 
failing to ask "basic 
questions" before the war. 

Asked his view of the claim, 
Mr Rumsfeld told reporters at 
a Pentagon briefing: "I don't 
remember the statement being 
made, to be perfectly honest." 

Last year, a committee of 
MPs said the way the claim 
was worded could have led to 
unhelpful speculation about 
its meaning. Some 
newspapers printed banner 


headlines suggesting it meant 
British troops in Cyprus 
could be attacked with 
weapons of mass destruction 
within 45 minutes. The claim 
became a central part of Lord 
Hutton's report into the death 
of government . • weapons 
expert Dr David Kelly. 

BBC reporter Andrew 
Gilligan reported that Dr 
Kelly had cited the claim as 
an example of how the 
dossier was "sexed up" before 
its publication to make the 
case for war. But Lord Hutton 
said the allegation that the 
government had embellished 
the dossier with intelligence it 
believed to be unreliable was 
"unfounded". 


Afghan Child Soldiers 1 New Start 


Feb 10—The United Nations 
has launched a reintegration 
and rehabilitation programme 
for thousands of former child 
soldiers in Afghanistan. 

The UN Children’s Fund. 
Unicef. will begin bv 
targeting 2,000 children in the 
north-east province of 
Badakhshan. 

They will be offered 
education, vocational training 
and lessons in civic 
responsibilities. Similar 


programmes are planned in 
other areas. 

Unicef estimates that there 
are around 8.000 child 
soldiers in Afghanistan. 

It says many of them have 
left armed groups and need 
urgent assistance to fully 
reintegrate into civilian life. 

"Most former underage 
soldiers in Afghanistan have 
missed out on many years of 
education, and all participants 


in the programme will receive 
basic literacy and numeraev 
tuition," Unicef said in a 
statement. 

Two years after the fall of 
the Taleban, much of 
Afghanistan remains 
unstable. Large militia 
factions compete in the) 
north, remnants of the 
Taleban launch almost 
daily attacks in the south, 
and drug related violence 
racks much of the country. 


Car Bomb Kills Iraq Army Recruits Pa 


11 February—In one of the 
| bloodiest 24 hours since 
the war in Iraq ended, a 
second powerful car bomb 
has exploded - this time 
j killing 36 people in 
j Baghdad. 

A US military spokesman 
said it appeared to be a 
suicide attack just outside 
an army recruiting centre. 

On Tuesday, a suicide 
bombing at a police 
recruitment centre south of 
Baghdad that killed at least 
50 people. 

t 

Insurgents appear to have 
changed tactics, now 
targeting Iraqi security 
forces, a US military 
spokesman said 

Colonel Ralph Baker said 
the militants were keen to 
launch "sensational" 

attacks to coincide with 
this week's visit to Iraq by 
a United Nations team 
assessing conditions for 



possible elections 

Wednesday's explosion 
occurred about 0740 local 
time (0440 GMT) 

US spokesman Colonel 
Baker said from the scene 
that a car, loaded with 135- 
225kg (300-500 pounds) cf 
explosives. had been 
driven up to the recruiting 
centre by a single male. "It 
was a suicide attack," he 
said, "aimed strictly at 
Iraqis." 

"I was driving and just 10 
metres in front of me, a car 
was driving slowly, 
suddenly he exploded... I 
hit a tree," Mohammad 
Jassim, who had cuts on 
his head, told Reuters news 


agency. 

"I saw a white Oldsmobile 
slowly approaching It ran 
over some people and 
exploded I was blown up 
in the air and saw fire and 
body parts all around me." 
said Ghasan Sameer, 32, an 
officer in the new Iraqi 
army, who was 
hospitalised with broken 
legs and shrapnel wounds 

The BBC’s Barbara Plett 1 
reports from the nearby 
Karkh hospital seeing an 
ambulance drive up 
carrying plastic bags filled 
with body parts. Bodies 
covered with bloodstained 
cloth and plastic inside 
have been put in 
refrigerated containers! 
outside the hospital 
building. A security guard 
who was searching people 
going into the army 
recruitment office when the 
blast occurred described 
the scene as "apocalyptic" 



Feb 11—The US says it has 
been sharing information 
with Pakistan for several 
years about the illegal 
proliferation of nuclear 
weapons technology. 

State Department 

spokesman • Richard 
Boucher said the issue had 
been a long-standing 
concern for both countries. 

On Monday, Pakistani 
President Pervez 

Musharraf said the US 
gave him evidence of the 
illegal deals of Pakistan's 
top nuclear scientist only 
last October. 

Last week, Abdul Qadeer 
Khan confessed he had 
sold nuclear secrets abroad. 

Dr Khan, regarded as the 
"father" of Pakistan's 
nuclear bomb, publicly 
admitted that he had 
supplied nuclear 

technology to North Koreq, 
Iran and Libya through a 
black market. 

He was pardoned by 
President Musharraf on 
condition he would co¬ 



operate fully with the 
ongoing inquiry. 

Mr Khan insisted he had 
acted alone, but many 
experts are questioning 
how he was able to do this 
without the knowledge of 
the Pakistani authorities, 
the BBC's Jannat Jalil in 
Washington reports. 

"We have discussed non¬ 
proliferation issues with 
Pakistan repeatedly over a 
long period of time, and it's 
been an issue of concern to 
us and to President 
Musharraf," Mr Boucher 
said in Washington.. 

He said American officials 
had from time to time 
given Pakistan what he 
described as "pieces of 
information" on the issue. 
The spokesman stressed 
that "certainly our non¬ 


proliferation dialogue with 
Pakistan goes back much 
further than" last October - 
as claimed by President 
Musharraf. 

But Mr Boucher said he 
could not give more 
details, because that might 
reveal where America was 
getting its information 
from. 

In an interview with the 
New York Times published 
earlier on Tuesday, 
President Musharraf said 
he had suspected for at 
least three years that Dr 
Khan was sharing nuclear 
technology with other 
countries. 

But he said that he needed 
proof and only got that 
with the help of 
Washington last October 

"If they knew it earlier, 
they should have told us," 
the paper quotes the 
president as saying. 


"Maybe a lot of things 
would not have happened." 
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